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MAT 100
Intermediate Algebra
Syllabus

Excellence is achieved by the mastery of fundamentals.

- - Vince Lombardi

Professor: Debbie Sloan
Office:
Phone:
Office Hours: MF 10; W 12
Email: dsloan@mso.umt.edu
Text: Intermediate Algebra by K. Elayn Martin-Gay
Math 100 is a one-semester intermediate algebra course. Algebra allows us to solve for unknown
quantities, draw graphs of relationships between numbers and make use of the inherent structure of
our number system. Of course we will be working with the dreaded “word problems”, but don’t
worry, they aren’t that bad after all.
Course Outline

Introduction

Test 1 Due
§ 2.1

§ 2.2

§ 2.3

§ 2.4, 2.5

§ 2.6, 2.7

Test 2
§ 3.1

§ 3.2

§ 3.3

§ 3.4

§ 3.5

§ 3.6

Test 3
§ 4.1

§ 4.2

§ 4.3

Test 4 Due
§ 5.1

§ 5.2

§ 5.3

§ 5.4, 5.5

§ 5.6, 5.7

§ 5.8

Test 5 Due
§ 6.1

§ 6.2

§ 6.3, 6.4

§ 6.6

§ 6.7

Test 6 Due
§ 7.1

§ 7.2, 7.3

§ 7.4, 7.5

§ 7.6, 7.7

Test 7 Due
§ 8.1, 8.2

§ 8.3, 8.4

§ 8.5, 8.6

Test 8 Due
§ 9.1

§ 9.2

§ 9.3

§ 9.4

§ 9.5

§ 9.6

§ 9.7

Test 9 Due

Cumulative Final

Grades
Practice tests and tests will be available through Blackboard; there will be a practice test and test at the end of
each chapter. Please do your own work on the chapter tests. The final exam will be taken in class. Final grades will
be based on the seven practice tests, the chapter tests, and the cumulative final. Practice tests are worth 10
points each, chapter tests are worth 100 points each, and the cumulative final is worth 200 points. This is not how
your grade is computed, though! The final is worth at least 20% of your final grade. This is how the weights are
assigned:
1.

The total points you earn on the chapter tests will be divided by the number of tests (it will be a number
between 0 and 100).
2. The total points you earn on the final will be divided by 2 (it will be a number between 0 and 100).
3. The difference between the Step 1 total and the Step 2 total will determine the percent of your final grade
(beyond 20%) represented by the final exam.
I cannot emphasize to you strongly enough how important it is for you to be diligent in your study habits. You
cannot learn math by osmosis or wishful thinking; you need to put in the effort in order to be able to learn the
material.
Final grades will be based on the seven chapter tests, the problem sets, and the cumulative final. Chapter tests are
worth 100 points each, problem sets are worth 10 points each, and the cumulative final is worth 150 points for a
total of 920 points. The following grading scale will be used:
90-100%
80-89%
68-79%
60-67%
Below 60%

A
B
C
D
F

Makeup Tests and Late Problem Sets
If you have special circumstances which prevent you from taking a test on time, please make every effort to notify
me in advance. Only under the direst circumstances will a makeup test be given without prior approval. Problem sets
will not be accepted later than the day the test is taken.
Test Return Policy
I will attempt to have corrected tests returned no later than one week after the test date. There is no way I will
be able to return corrected tests any sooner. If you have questions regarding corrected tests, please wait till
after class to discuss them with me.
Cheating
Academic honesty is expected at all times. No form of cheating will be tolerated. The penalty for cheating on a
test is loss of all points for that test. Cheating is not worth the effort and is unfair to those who are honest.
Final Note
I see mathematics as a subject that should be enjoyed and appreciated. Learning math empowers you! You raise
your self-esteem with your accomplishments and become a more valuable contributing member to the community
with your problem-solving skills. The subject is rich and rewarding, but only if you understand the vocabulary and
grammar so that you can speak the language.

I am looking forward to a lively and exciting semester with all of you. Please give this course your best effort so
that it can be equally exciting for you!

